CHAPTER XXV

RETIREMENT   OF   TRUSTEES,   BREACHES   OF   TRUST,
AND RELIEF Es" RESPECT THEREOF

WE have already seen that a trustee may retire
from a trust without appointing another trustee
in his place, provided there will remain at least
two trustees or one who is a trust corporation. At
the same time a retirement should not be a capri-
cious act on the part of a trustee. Although a
trustee is under no liability to accept a trust,
when he has accepted it, he should, unless he has
some good excuse for retiring, act in such trust
until it be fulfilled.

There is one reason for retirement which should
at all events be guarded against. It sometimes
happens that in cases of hardship a trustee is
desirous of helping a tenant for life though he
knows it would be a breach of trust to do so. In
such cases the tenant for life may suggest that he
should retire in favour of another trustee who is
willing to do what is desired by making an un-
authorised investment or advancement of trust
funds. It cannot be too strongly urged that a
trustee cannot relieve himself from responsibility
by retiring in order that a breach of trust may be
carried out. Where a trustee who himself refuses to
commit a breach of trust retires from the trust to
facilitate the appointment of another trustee who
\\ill commit the breach, and the new trustee does in
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